
 

 

 
“A Day in the Life of a Pioneer Child” 

Educational Program  
Teacher Guide 

Overview 

This full-day educational program will introduce students to a variety of aspects of 
daily life for early settler children in Bruce County.  This unique learning experience takes 
place in the two historic log buildings located on the Bruce County Museum & Cultural 
Centre’s property. Because these are seasonal buildings, this program is only offered 
between Victoria Day and Thanksgiving, but a mobile version is offered in classrooms 
year-round.  

 
In the log home, grade 3 students will explore traditional home life, family roles, and 

chores including butter making and crafts. In the schoolhouse they will learn about the value 
that was placed on good manners, participate in an arithmetic quiz, play pioneer games at 
recess, and compare their modern school experience to early settler children’s experience.   

 
*our historic log buildings tend to be cool/cold inside so please be prepared with weather 
appropriate clothing for warmth!  

Activities 

Introduction and Museum Manners (10 minutes) 

Classes will usually be split into two groups, provided Museum Volunteers are available. Half 
will complete the Log Home portion, while the other half completes the Log Schoolhouse 
portion. The two groups will switch after lunch.  

Log Home (1 hour 45 minutes) 
Students will be taken into the exhibits to look at the Kennedy brothers’ shanty and will then 
compare it to the Mackenzie Log Home in the Museum’s backyard (an authentic 1860s 
building). Through exploration of the home, students will learn more about early settler 
family life and the activities that early settlers participated in at home. They will learn about 



the roles of family members including children’s chores, participate in making and tasting 
real butter, and will create a work of art to take home using simple tools. 

Lunch (30 minutes) 
If the weather is good, your class will be invited to eat outside on the Museum’s back patio. 
Otherwise, there is space indoors for your lunch.  

Log Schoolhouse (1 hour 45 minutes) 
Students will experience part of a typical early settler school day in our historic one-room 
schoolhouse. They will be invited to examine the interior of the schoolhouse and compare it 
to their modern school experience. Students will also learn about the manners that were 
expected, try their hand at arithmetic, do some chores, and play early settler games at 
recess.  Throughout this portion of the program, students will be encouraged to follow the 
strict rules that were set down for early settler children and will learn that even teachers had 
to follow rules! 

Conclusion – 5 minutes 

 
Curriculum Expectations 

Grade Three 

Social Studies – Heritage & Identity: Communities in Canada, 1780-1850 

A1: Application: compare ways of life among some specific groups in Canada around 
the beginning of the nineteenth century, and describe some of the changes between 
that era and the present day. 

A2: Inquiry: use the social studies inquiry process to investigate some of the major 
challenges that different groups and communities faced in Canada from around 1780 
to 1850, and key measures taken to address these challenges  

Visual Art 

D1: Creating and Presenting: apply the creative process to produce variety of two- and 
three-dimensional art works, using elements, principles, and techniques of visual arts 
to communicate feelings, ideas, and understandings. 

Math - Number Sense and Numeration 

Solve problems involving the addition and subtraction of single- and multi-digit whole 
numbers, using a variety of strategies, and demonstrate an understanding of 
multiplication and division. 

Music 

C3: Exploring Forms and Cultural Contexts: demonstrate an understanding of a variety 
of musical genres and styles from the past and present, and their social and/or 
community contexts. 
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