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Interviewer:   This interview is being done for the Bruce County Historical Society for the archives. Don 
and Irma McSporran are taping. This is Monday May, 8th 1995 and we are at the home of Edward Eyre 
and his brother, Alex, and sister, Clara, who reside in a stone house just south of Wiarton.  James Eyre, 
the father of Edward, Clara and Alex[Alec?], was head gardener of the estate for Alexander McNeill, 
Member of Parliament for North Bruce. 

Edward:  He got the call to governor up there. He had done all kinds of work [...? Hard to hear due to 
mumbling] 

Interviewer:  The estate was named the Corran after the ancestral home in Northern Ireland.  We will 
now ask the Eyres to remit some of their thoughts and memories of the estate and the people who 
lived there. 

Interviewer:  You were just saying that they called him the governor eh? 

Edward:  Yeah, that’s what he was called up there. He started working up there, oh I would imagine, it 
must have been about August or September back in 1914, just after my brother was born anyway.  My 
brother was born up in Colpoy, and then we moved down to Wiarton here.  Dad owned the house in 
Wiarton and I guess he could have said when he was up in Colpoy he would work at the Whichers.  The 
McNeills, especially Alex, he was awfully delighted to have taken away Whicher’s help. 

Interviewer:  Why? 

Edward:  I don’t know different sides of Parliament I guess? 

Interviewer:  Oh, yeah 

Edward:  That’s part of how Dad got working for him, but somehow or another, he got working in town 
here. Dad was a very good carpenter, you couldn’t beat him. 
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Interviewer:  Is that right?  

Edward:   He was a ship carpenter to start with that was his trade.  

Interviewer:  Where was your father born? 

Alex [Alec]:  umm, umm, [Somberry?] township, Someberry? 

Clara:  What was the name of that place? 

Edward and Clara:  Somberry, Somberry township 

Interviewer:  You say they came from the States? 

Edward:  No, he was from [Fergus?] originally from England. Dad’s .... 

Interviewer:  Do you know when they left England? 

Edward:  About 1854 

Interviewer:  Oh, that’s when mass immigration  

Edward:  Well you see, they went into grandfather the operator ... 

Clara...Cotton plantation...our great grandfather I guess 

Interviewer:  Oh I see 

Clara:  And then they got into the war 

Interviewer:  Was that the Civil War? 

Clara:  They took the wrong side, so you either had to stay in England or come over to this God- 
forsaken country, and then they came over. 

Interviewer:  So they came here after the Civil War? 

Clara:  Yeah, they had a chance to come here or go back home and they didn’t want to go back home. 

Interviewer:  Oh I see. 

Clara:  A lot of them did stay in the States. 

Interviewer:  Yeah, so when they came here to this country, they didn’t come right to here did they? 

Clara:  Ah no, they stayed, what the heck was that?  

Interviewer:  What did they work at then? 

Edward:   [....? Cannot decipher due to mumbling] 

Interviewer:  Oh is that right? 

Clara:  The big wheel? 

Edward:  Oh at Sauble?, where there use to be that power plant at Sauble Falls. He built that... 
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Interviewer:  Is that right? 

Edward:  You put it in a book. That book that has mother‘s stuff in it, but that was back in 1874, when 
the British Crown started selling off the land here in Canada. This guy he was a, this William Eyres, he 
would be grandfather’s brother I would think. He was a Colonel, what do they call them?  Colonel 
General or General Colonel or some darn thing? 

Interviewer:  An officer anyway 

Edward:  Yeah, well he was way up in the British Islands. 

Clara:  He was retired from...[... information service?] 

Interviewer:  And where were they buying up land? 

Edward:  Down in Haldimand Township. 

Interviewer:  Oh in Haldimand, I see. 

Edward:  And there is a place down there, I guess it still is, a township called Eyre. 

Interviewer:  Oh yes, yes. 

Edward:  Yeah there is a township down there. 

Interviewer:  And was your father part of that? 

Edward:  Grandfather’s uncle, yeah Grandfather was in on it, all of them were in on it. 

Interviewer:  What did they do with all the land? 

Edward:  Well, they started the first land office in this country. 

Interviewer:  Oh. 

Edward:  They bought up 9 townships, at fifty cents an acre. He was the head of it, this Lieutenant 
General or whatever, Colonel something or other. He was the head of it and they brought over a bunch 
of English pastors, from England and they started up this land office and bought those nine townships 
down there. I guess they sold them all off I guess as people kept coming in. There is still a place there 
yet of those generation of people that are called Eyre Township.  

Interviewer:  Tell me how did your father happen to get this job up here? 

Edward:  Well I started there a while ago, but got mixed up. He was working for Whichers at the time 
and I don’t know, Old Alex McNeill seemed to have a lot of fun taking away Whichers’ employees. 

Interviewer:   Because Whicher was a Liberal and McNeill was a conservative. 

Edward:  Yeah, Whicher had the mill at Colpoy.  His boy, no it would be his grandson, this guy over 
here burnt it down.  So anyway, as I was going to say a minute ago, When Alex was born Dad was still 
working for Whicher, but somehow or another, McNeills bought that old [?] place up there. That’s the 
place alongside here.  That caused a big fuss with Whicher.  For that somehow or another and then Dad 
moved back into town and started over.  He had a store down there [...? Due to mumbling] He had a 
store there [Bernie?] did and Dad was working for him at that time doing a lot of carpenter work 
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building that place up.  He went to the English Church, Dad went to the English Church and McNeill 
belonged to the English Church.  That’s how they got acquainted through old Bernie, he owned that 
farm up there and McNeill bought it from Bernie.  Anyway, old [Harry Rule?] he had a store down there 
by the Pacific Hotel.  He married Bernie’s daughter and Dad use to do a lot of work for Old Rule and 
McNeill use to buy a lot of their groceries and supplies from Old Rule and that’s how Dad got that job 
up there.  He worked there shortly after Alex [Alec?] was born and Alex [Alec?] was born in 1914. 

Interviewer:  You mean Malcolm don’t you? 

Edward:  No, Old Alex [Alec?] 

Interviewer:  The Father? 

Edward:  Yeah. 

 

Interviewer:  I thought that he was born way back in...  

Interviewer:  Oh your brother Alex [Alec?] I see, I see  

Edward: The Old Man Alec McNeill was born back in about 1850 . He died in “ 32”. No it must have 
been “34” after that long hill was put in.  

Interviewer: Oh I see... 

Edward:  As I can mind, Malcolm and Mr. Louis and his wife. 

Interviewer: Tell me who’s this Mr. Louis? 

Edward: He is the, is the farmer there was the one who made the place pay raised pigs. 

Interviewer:  Oh, he’s the one who managed? 

Edward: Yeah, he’s the one who understood how to keep it going. 

Alex [Alec]: It was on the McNeill Estate. 

Edward: Well the other place, he just operated that with that with share-croppers. 

Interviewer: Oh I see... 

Edward: Oh yeah.  The first one I can remember who was on there was Old Andy Broth and he was a 
share-cropper there but he came out from Scotland and then they got into a dispute there, him and Old 
Alec McNeill and they cutting  a field of wheat. Well Old Andy he only had two horses and he figures 
there should be three on the binder. So, he goes and gets one of McNeill’s horses. 

Interviewer: Yeah... 

Edward:  And then the old man seen him using the horse and he raised Cain about that. So Broth, he 
took the old binder off and took it off and just left it that way. And you know at that time, it was 
about 1916-17 around there and Old Andy Broth was going to have him arrested for not cutting his field 
of wheat. 
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Interviewer: Oh... 

Edward: At that time you could do that and at that time at the start of World War 1, you couldn’t 
destroy cereal crops. They needed it for food. 

Interviewer: Oh, yes, yes. That was a serious thing. 

Edward:  And you know what? Andy was going to have the Old Man McNeill arrested for destroying this 
field of grain. But anyway, I guess his lease was up or something like that and Old Man McNeill kicked 
him off the farm.  

Interviewer: Oh... 

Edward: Then he went up into the Craig Settlement and farmed on Alec Craig’s farm for awhile. And 
then he went from there, Old Andy did, he did from there up across from where we lived up from Mar, 
just on the road there when we lived on the Duncan Farm for a long time. 

Interviewer: Oh... 

Edward:  But ah... 

Interviewer: Well tell me, you, did you know Mr. McNeill yourself? 

Edward: Oh yeah. 

Interviewer:  How old would you be? 

Edward: Oh, I probably would be twelve years old, maybe I guess ten or twelve years old.  

Interviewer: And what was he like? Was he a nice man or stern? 

Edward: He seemed to be. He always seemed (can’t quite make out the rest) 

Interviewer:  And did you ever meet his wife? 

Edward: Ah yes, I never talked to her but I did meet her. 

Interviewer:  And I understand that she was quite a beautiful lady? 

Edward:  Ah no...she looked like Malcolm. She was of a slender built. 

Interviewer: Yes. 

Edward:  And she’d be oh probably, five foot, five foot eight tall or something like that and she wore 
them long black boots and you know they buttoned up the sides. 

Interviewer: Oh yes, yes. 

Edward: That and they wore black dresses right down to their ankles 

Interviewer: This, this  Mrs. McNeill? 

Edward:  Yeah, but she looked an awful lot like Malcolm but I should have said it the other way. 
Malcolm looked a lot like her. 
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Interviewer: (interjecting) Malcolm looked a lot like his mother. 

Edward: Ah, had the long, piqued nose 

Interviewer: Oh I see and did the mother have a nice personality?  

Edward: You know, she seemed to be pleasant enough but she seemed to be pretty well used up most 
of the time.  

Interviewer: Is that right? Did she seem like she didn’t have enough help? 

Edward:  Oh all kinds of help.  

Interviewer:  And there were seventeen rooms in that house. Weren’t there?  

Edward:  Most of the time, I think there were about fifteen working there. 

Interviewer: Fifteen people at once? 

Edward: Yeah. 

Interviewer: Yeah at different times.  Now your father was in charge of the gardens? Was he? 

Edward: Yeah, yeah. 

Interviewer: Did he have any help? 

Edward: Well, rather than Old Man Esket, Donny Esket. 

Interviewer: And who is he? 

Edward: He’s the guy the McNeills brought out from...Ireland (interjection from Clara)...Ireland. Well 
they didn’t bring him out, there was some relation or something. He was terrible to drink and he was 
kind of the Black Sheep in that race of people. So they got Malcolm McNeill to bring him out here, not 
Malcolm but Alex. He built him a little house and gave him a garden. 

Interviewer: How old was he? 

Edward: I really don’t know but I would imagine that he was between seventy-five and eighty when he 
died. 

Interviewer:  Yes and he was out here for some years was he? 

Edward: Oh yeah, yeah. 

Interviewer: And did he keep on drinking while he was here? 

Edward:  Well I really don’t know because they made so much of it up there and you see after 1929 
that was the local option because you couldn’t sell booze and that lasted until 1932. 

Interviewer:  Yes, yes.  

Edward: Then someone took over the old Arlington Hotel down here and rebuilt the bar over there and 
they got the beer in then. But the churches and that you know for their sacraments and that, they 
would always get a few bottles of wine from the McNeill’s for the Church. 
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Interviewer:  They made the wine at the (not audible as there is an interjection from Edward) 

Edward:  Oh yes, this old   ?   was a wine-maker and he could make the stuff too. They grew the 
ingredients up there, the hops, the grapes and everything else. 

Interviewer:  And when there were parties up there, did they serve their own wine? 

Edward:  I kind of think so. There was no other way of getting it, you see McNeill, he got kicked out of 
Parliament in 1929 and he only had one more year to go and he would have gotten a full pension. 

Interviewer:  I understand that Malcolm McNeill, was in the war, the First World War? 

Edward:  Ah yes, but not in this country. 

Interviewer:  Oh... 

Edward:  He was trained in the British Calvary.  

Interviewer: Oh I see. 

Edward:  In ah, England. 

Interviewer:  Did they have riding horses here on the Estate? 

Edward:  Oh yeah, Old Malcolm used to ride, the ride the horse from there out to the sugar beet when 
he worked out there. 

Interviewer:  What other animals did they have up here?  

Edward:  Oh they had about thirty-five, forty head of cattle all the time and one time they had 
thirteen horses. 

Interviewer:  Is that right? 

Edward:  Oh yeah some beautiful horses. 

Interviewer:  Some heavy horses? 

Edward:  Well just medium weight. They weren’t big Klide horses, a tonne or so apiece.  

Interviewer:  First do you remember them say or you could have been too young, when this estate was 
built could you see right over Colpoy’s Bay? 

Edward:  Yeah, from where the lane goes in here and takes a turn up that way, this was all clear right 
through here to the Rock. And that was the apple orchard and none of that bush was there at all to 
about “52-53”, there wasn’t a lot of bush there.  Last Spring was the first time I was in there since 
1956. 

Interviewer:  And did your father plant the roses? 

Edward:  Oh yeah, he really had a knack for growing flowers. 

Interviewer:  Is that right? 

Edward:  Oh you couldn’t beat him. 
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Interviewer:  And is that why he became in charge of the gardens? 

Edward:  Ah, I guess so...yeah. 

Interviewer:  And yeah, there was something else I was going to ask? Did Malcolm work at anything? 

 Edward:  You couldn’t get him to work at anything. 

Interviewer:  Oh well, I see. He was lazy? 

Edward:  Well I don’t, he seemed to like puttering around on the farm up there doing that kind of 
work. And he was a book-keeper, trained for a book-keeper.  He kept the books out here at the Sugar 
Beet Factory. He’d go out there and this is something that nobody  hardly knows but he could really 
ride horses. 

Interviewer :  He could? 

Edward:  It didn’t matter what it was, he would just stay on it. 

Interviewer:  Yeah, yeah. 

Edward:  That was about the only trade he had, that and walking. One time there in there in the 
Depression to give you an idea about what it was like, they sold those cows for about eight hundred 
dollars. At that time in the Depression the cattle might be worth maybe twenty-five, thirty dollars a 
head.  

Interviewer:  Oh... 

Edward:  And that he sold. I don’t know if you’s would know where the McNeill farm was in Paisley or 
not? 

Interviewer:  No I heard there was one but I don’t know where... 

Edward:  Yeah, there was quite a big farm down there. He sold... 

Interviewer:  He sold... 

Edward:  He sold one of these cows up here for about eight hundred dollars and Old Malcolm he put a 
rope around a cow and I think he sold it to somebody in Walkerton and he walked all the way down 
there with that cow. 

Alec: That was Malcolm. 

Edward: Yeah and that was back in 1931. 

Interviewer:   Is that right? 

Edward:  Yeah, he walked all the way to Walkerton with that cow and I don’t know whether it was a 
shorter way or not but he went to Southampton with the cow and put the cow in the livery stable there 
and he stayed in the hotel overnight. 

Interviewer:  Is that right? 

Edward:  He walked the rest of the way to Walkerton with the cow.  
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Interviewer:  You would think that walking to Southampton would be something out of his way? 

Edward:  I would think so but that’s what he done after he stayed in the hotel in Southampton.  

Interviewer:  Speaking of the roads they might follow, you mentioned cutting the Big Cut? That’s from 
Wiarton up the North Hill? When did you say that they did that? 

Edward:  Yeah, that was in “ 32 to 34”. 

Interviewer:  And where did the road go before that? 

Edward:  It went around the back way. The lot is known as Gould Street.  

Interviewer:  Oh, Gould Street, I’ve been up that way. 

Edward: There was a big house right here, the Old Mathes’  House is here and Gould Street came off 
here and where Jack Kittley lived it took a jog and went out that way to the Highway. 

Interviewer: Yeah. 

Edward: Um...even when we were going to school, we had to use that road. Uh, the hill wasn’t through 
then. 

Edward:  Not until the last year I was going to school we went around what we used to call the new 
road. 

Interviewer: When Alexander McNeill was living  up there, was the road, the Highway was the road 
back onto the Corran so that you went around the back to get up the hill and then joined the present 
line? 

Edward: Yeah, it just isn’t quite where it was. They went and changed it a bit because I think Winter 
had something to do with that. They were heading in a kind of North-East direction.  That and I think 
they were trying to get it across to where the birth of eight road (?) which ah, ah is where the Winter 
store is and that it would give him lots of business if they could get the traffic going down there. And 
the Old Man, he came out to the road and he seen the twist where it was going across his property and 
oh, he raised Caine about that. And that’s how the turn is going in that way again. He forced him to go 
back onto the Line. You see, all that line that’s in the first survey went up to where they used to call it 
Marlie (?) and that’s in Kemble Township. That’s the County Line that’s run right by here and up there 
and when the load turns West and then East, that whole corner really belonged to Keppel Township. 
The twenty-fourth, the Townline, there used to be a great big Beech tree there, it was on the twenty-
fourth for years and years. But when they put this new road through they put that through on Gillies (?) 
Street but that ain’t the twenty-fourth. The twenty-fourth is on top of the hill. It goes right across the 
lake and right across McNeill’s property there and where the old Cairn used to stand, just above that is 
the twenty-fourth Townline, the twenty-fourth concession. And it goes all the way across Spirit Rock, 
across the Bay and joins the road out there where it turns to go to Basin’s Creek. That is where the 
twenty-fourth concession is suppose to be. Down by the lake there, there was an old guy by the name 
of Simpson. I used to hear Dad talking about him a lot in his day he somehow or another they were 
going to build a town, Wiarton where it is, they were going to build it out in Oliphant , out on what 
they’d call that,  Jenny Street, is that it? 

Clara:  Yes, I guess it is. 
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Edward: Is that where Grandmother’s property was? 

Clara:  No, um... 

Edward:  Oh, anyway that’s how Grandfather got out there. It would be the main street but anyway, oh 
Simpson, he was the Land, oh what do you call them? 

Clara: The Surveyor? 

Edward: Ump, oh I just thought of it a moment ago, remember the guys who used to operate the Land 
Offices? 

Alex: Oh the Register of Deeds? 

Edward: Oh, something like that. But his name was Simpson. 

Interviewer: You don’t mean a Surveyor. 

Edward: No, he had an office in Wiarton.  

Alex: I think it was a Registrar. 

Edward: Yeah and him and a guy by the name of Gelfin and the old fellow, who was that other guy? Oh, 
he was kind of an ornery old coot anyway.  

Interviewer: Bolt 

Edward: No, well Bolt he lived at the top of the hill too.  

Interviewer: Where is she? 

Edward: Well they were farmers too. I can’t remember his name now but anyway, there were three or 
four of them there and when they changed the town, ah layout for the town, and brought it down 
below the cliff now where there is Wiarton, they took all this chunk of kettle (?) right around the lake 
and out to where the twenty-first is and made it a town plot. Mile and a quarter in each direction.  

Interviewer: When old Mr. McNeill died in 1932 or 33 whenever it was,? 

Edward: I think it was 34 because it was after the long hill went through because tell you how I 
remember that, him and Mr. Lewis and Mrs. Lewis and Malcolm and they come into town in that buck-
board they had with high windows on it and the box is so high and it had leather seats. 

 Interviewer:  How many horses would pull it? 

Edward:  Two. 

Interviewer:  Two 

Edward:  And they come down there and they were really something to see.  

Interviewer: Is that right? 
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Edward:  He was a really good man with the horses. I think before Lewis went to work there, there 
used to be a great big stone almost as big as this table . Just barely room to get through the two big 
stones with the wagon.  

Interviewer:  Oh really? 

Edward:  and I don’t know if Old Alec McNeill was driving the team himself but anyway when they 
started around they were where Mrs. Lewis’ cottage was and the darn things, I guess bees got at them 
or something  and run away and through the Old Man out. And he hit his knee on that big stone and he 
was stiff-legged ever-after. Then Dad started to work up there just before that and then he got Dad to 
blast that big stone outtalk there. 

Interviewer:  Oh, yeah, yeah. So Malcolm stayed on at the Estate after his father died? 

Edward:  Oh yeah, yeah.  

Interviewer:  Did Mrs. Lewis stay? 

Edward:  Yes, her and her two daughters. 

Interviewer: Did they live in the house? 

Edward:  No, they lived in their own house at the little cottage that’s tore down now. 

Interviewer:  Oh, I see. How many extra buildings were there then? 

Edward:  Well, let’s see, at one time there must have been nearly a dozen. There was the main house, 
the house that Mrs. Lewis lived in, the house that Esket lived in, and the old Ice House there, the Delco 
offet and the barn, and I don’t know what happened to the old hen-house just off from the Grainery  
and the gang-way to the barn and there was a really big hen-house . And then where the road was, you 
went up to the big house was and turn down through there to the farm, there’s nothing but trees now. 
There was a log building in there and it must have been one of the first buildings that was there. They 
used to put the calves in it. I don’t know what happened to that, I kind of think that old Fred, old Fred 
Slash and old Len Kaye and them after Mrs. Lewis died, they were living in that little house and I kind 
of think that they cut it up for wood. They used to keep calves down in that building . (inaudible reply 
by Alex) Oh that was the Woodshed and that was after Tyson’s went out of there because you see that 
we owned the front lots along there and then McNeill owned the next set of lots and Tyson’s had them 
before McNeill got them. And they had a Slaughterhouse back in there and quite a large house back in 
there. But I don’t know when I was a kid the house burnt and I think they give a lot of them around 
Gould Street the credit for. They were young fellas and at that time, they would go in there and make 
booze in the old house. After they burnt the house down, they went back on the flat rock there just at 
the rink there going down to the lake and they set up another distill in there. They started ah, oh an 
awful lot of molasses and stuff in there and I don’t know what they up and done but they went in there 
and upset the molasses and this took fire and they set the bush a fire . 

Interviewer: Now this Mrs. Lewis, she inherited the Estate then, did she? 

Edward:  Oh no, they just worked there. But somehow or another, Mr. Lewis got killed on the road, 
they made some arrangements that she could stay there as long as she lived. 

Interviewer: But I had read somewhere that a housekeeper had inherited the Estate that Alfred had? 
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Edward:  Oh yes, she did. 

Interviewer:  Who was that? 

Edward:  Oh that was Sally Simmons. 

Interviewer:  Oh yes, I see and where is she? 

Edward:  She’s dead.  She was no good at all. I don’t know why Malcolm kept her there?  

Interviewer:  Why? 

Edward: Well, she was no good as a Housekeeper and the worst cook you’d ever seen.  

Alex: There’s a story about her that I don’t think you want to put on the tape.  

Edward:  Well no, not her, you’re thinking about Lucy.  

Alex:  Sally was a damn good cook. 

Edward: Sally couldn’t parboil beans.  

Alex:  I been there at the meals and I know she could cook. 

Interviewer:  Oh that could be Mrs. Lewis? 

Alex:   No, it was her. 

Edward:  No, every time I was there, she wasn’t much good. She was even much good as a 
Housekeeper.  They would go and get flowers and there were really wide windows in that house and 
she’d put the flowers in the windows. She’d sit there smoking cigarettes and the flowers would die for 
want of water. 

Interviewer:  Oh my gosh, my gosh. 

Edward:  She was no good as a Housekeeper. I guess to start with Old Lucy was a pretty good cook. She 
could put on a good meal. I think that’s half of why Malcolm didn’t starve to death. I kind of think so 
because she was a terrible person to cook. 

Interviewer:  Then why did he leave, he leave it to her then? 

Edward:  I don’t really believe that he didn’t but I don’t suppose there was much choice. 

Clara:  Well according to a sister, they were both sick in the same room at the Hospital and Sally told 
the sister that she had a Will and that she didn’t believe her. She said the next time she was up, they 
would read it. And Malcolm did write her a Will. The trees and the house and the land all belonged to 
her because he had no known relatives alive. 

Interviewer:  Well then, what about all of the relatives in Ireland? 

Edward:  Well, I guess it’s like our generation, we’re all that’s left to our generation of people.  

Interviewer:  I often wonder when I hear this story, why didn’t people go and look after the place? 

Edward:  Well, just because they were miserable mostly? 



Alexander Vidal fonds 

13 

 

Interviewer:  Well do you mean they didn’t socialize with the ordinary people around town? 

Edward:  No, no. No so much but Old Malcolm was a pretty good sport to be with as far as I’m 
concerned. He wasn’t bad that way at all but he had no talent to make money and he couldn’t pay his 
bills. He lost a lot of money in investments  

Alex:  He only made fifteen thousand bucks. 

Interviewer:  Is that right? 

Alex:  He said he was in trouble with the Law and owed fifteen thousand bucks Old Tom and he said 
that he know that he took him for a ride and he did. 

Clara:  Whichers took him for a ride, too. 

Edward:  Oh, pretty well everybody. Old Elgin Parks, he was another one.  Now you’re onto the Estate, 
now they had those old Indian trunks from around 1904-1905, the Boer War and they had all that stuff 
up there and there was a big picture in the hallway and across there, I guess a mural is what you’d call 
it, it was a picture of the Battle of Waterloo. They had two flint type rifles, one on each side of flint 
rocks is what we’d call them. But those things, you’d get a thousand dollars for each of them right 
now. Now these East Indian trunks that Alec was talking about had all of these uniforms in them and I 
guess that they belonged to the McNeill generation, I suppose. Well, when   young McNeill and then 
later on old McNeill had them in these trunks. 

Interviewer:  What happened to them? 

Edward:  I don’t know.  I have no idea. 

Interviewer:  They just disappeared? 

Edward:  They had books in there in the Library. Oh they’d be that size. 

Interviewer:  Oh really? 

Edward:  All full of History, the History of Britain and Ireland and Scotland and England.  

Interviewer:  And what happened to them? 

Edward:  Well, I have no idea. Oh they were about that thick. (no indication or relation to size noted) I 
got looking through part of them but I didn’t have much time, I got so busy when I was up there. But 
whenever I’d get a little bit of a break, I’d go looking for these books.  

Interviewer:  What did you do up there? 

Edward:  Well everything that he wouldn’t get paid for. Ah, anything broke, the old bathroom broke 
down, the pumps broke down, drove bats out of the house. Well I was the one that did the repairs. 

Interviewer:  Who got you to do it? Malcolm? 

Edward:  Oh yeah. 

Interviewer:  He didn’t pay you for it? 

Edward:  I wasn’t expecting him to pay me for it 'cause I guess I had more than he had.  (laughter) 
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Alec: I went up there once to clean out the Seitz Pool ( something about the pumps and Alec saying he 
wouldn’t touch them-inaudible). 

Edward:  Now the Old Lazy would start in the pumps and it would go haywire and he wouldn’t get in 
fixed and then there was no pressure and then he would just dumped a pail of down the toilet and 
using it that way. 

Interviewer: Oh boy! 

Edward:  They plugged all the pipes up and I had to go up later on and clean them up. Oh, that was a 
terrible job.  The plumbing in that house was all done with cast headings, no unions or anything like 
that. You had to get some place where there was an end at the pipe and you had to screw that fitting 
off and take a chunk of pipe and screw the next fitting off so on because the old cast iron fittings were 
right and left handed. Right hand thread in one end of the fitting and left hand thread in the other. Oh 
it was a Devil’s own job. 

(Alec-inaudible-talking about pipes, the boiler and water flooding) 

Edward:  The Boiler was something in itself. My Dad said it took  175 pails of water. Pumped it by hand, 
the well was just off from the door there in the Kitchen part of the house, lugged it through the house, 
up the back stairs 

Interviewer:  Did they have electricity brought in then? 

Edward:  Yes they must have brought it in around “41” or “42” in about then. Just after they took the 
Hydro up to Colpoy. Then after the War, they took the Hydro North up to Lion’s Head. But that didn’t 
start until after the War but then on the Boat Lake there they didn’t put the Hydro there until “55”.  

Alec:  He was a smart fellow you know all his life. Hydro, they put all the poles in and the wires in and 
they are all on my property. He got his Hydro for nothing. 

Edward:  Yeah, he didn’t pay anything for his Hydro. But Malcolm had to pay for his Hydro. He didn’t 
arrange that properly and Malcolm had to pay for it. 

Interviewer:  Were you ever in the House when the McNeill’s were living there? 

Edward:  Oh yeah. 

Interviewer:  Was it a beautiful place? 

Edward:  Yeah, I was in it just before he died.  ( Interjection from Alec pertaining to his Dad telling him 
to go up and fix the roof?) 

Interviewer:  That’s a dangerous job. 

Edward:  I guess I was the last guy to put a roof on the South-side of the House. I shingled the South-
side there and that would be in about “43” just after the War was on. Oh it could have been later than 
that but no it must have been “43” just after I come back from London. They put me through all kinds 
of tests for three weeks and when the doctor came back, he said you’re free to go. So, I got my stuff 
together and I left. 

Interviewer:  Did you come out without a Pension? 
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Edward: Oh Yeah. 

Clara: They said that he had something wrong with his Liver and he would be dead before he was forty.  

Interviewer:  Is that right? 

Alec:  Oh, you know you don’t look too dead. 

Edward:  Well some days you couldn’t tell. I could do almost anything up till then.  

(This is the end of Side A of The Corran Remembered taped interview with Edward and Clara Eyre). 

The continuation of The Corran Remembered taped interview with Edward and Clara Eyre-Side B). 
February  2013 

Interviewer:  You lived there for thirty-six years did you tell me? 

Edward:  Well from 1914 to about “42”. He didn’t after we’d come out here He didn’t work in the ? 
and he started in about March and work all Summer fixing  all that up and doing all that and the other 
thing of working in the flowers.  So he could really grow flowers and he when he left up, so did the 
flowers.  

Interviewer:  I betcha, I betcha. They seem to need  have constant care. 

Edward:  Boy, he knew how to do it. Yet, it wasn’t his trade at all. His trade was a ship carpenter. 

Interviewer:  Imagine that? 

Clara:  Dad and Mr. McNeill were socially the same level. 

Interviewer:  Is that right? 

Clara:  He was an Orangemen, dad was an Orangemen. Mr. McNeill was an Anglican and he was an 
Anglican. The oldest boy had to marry a cousin or something to keep the name going and that was the 
same way with the Lewis’ and the Eyres’.  

Edward:  They had what you call “Blue Bloods”. 

Interviewer:  So they had to marry cousins or something?  

Edward:  Yeah, yeah. Our earlier generations were in the “Blue Bloods” too. 

Interviewer:  Oh, is that right? 

Clara:  The whole family didn’t have to. Just the one or two of them at the top. 

Edward:  Just the older ones. Animals,  just like the animals to get the pure-bred ones. They didn’t 
want the blood of the generations mixed with another type of person. 

Interviewer:  So in your family, are there still some Aristocratic types? 

Edward:  No, no you wonder how it went down so fast? In fact, my Grandfather was a Druggist and my 
Grandmother was a School Teacher and then the Depression came on and things really changed that. 
But the biggest problem that happened with them was that Grandfather’s brother Paul, he was an 



Alexander Vidal fonds 

16 

 

awful man to drink.  And to get rid of him over in England, they sent him over here to be with his 
brother Bill. I guess when he know that he was coming, I guess he got loaded up I suppose and 
somehow or another, he got on the wrong boat. Instead of landing in Toronto, he landed in New York 
and then when he got to New York, he wasn’t any better. He’d done the same thing over again and got 
mixed up with the trains whatever and transportation, I don’t know maybe it was just horse and buggy 
at that time and he started coming to Toronto like he was supposed to do, he went to Chicago and he 
just got to Chicago (laugher) 

Interviewer:  He must have had a “Mickey” in his pocket? 

Alec:  Had to be more than a “Mickey”! 

Edward:  He got pretty drunk there and the woman, I can’t remember her name now, the cow that 
kicked over the lantern and burned Chicago... 

Interviewer:  Mrs. O’Leary... 

Edward:  He was in the building not too far from where that barn was. He was at the fire. Of course he 
had, that’s what he was sent over here for, he had all the papers and all the titles to the castle and 
everything else that they had in England. And he was actually to bring it out to Grandfather, his 
brother , and Grandfather was to sign it and him being the oldest would have “Title” to the castle. And 
then the Old Fool, he got into Chicago and the whole thing got burnt. (laughter) Well, but we retraced 
some and the castle is still standing. 

Interviewer:  Is that right? 

Edward:  There’s two of them, one in England and one in Ireland. 

Interviewer:  And who has them? 

Edward:  Yeah, I don’t really know now? 

Interviewer:  You haven’t been keeping in touch? 

Edward:  No... 

Clara:  That was Bernie’s (?) fault. 

Edward:  She really should have looked after that. Well I don’t know but the Cooks were an awful 
stubborn sort of people and her name was Kathleen Cook, my Grandmother and they’re an awful 
stubborn people. I don’t know and something went haywire and of course Grandfather, he was sick at 
the time and it wasn’t long and he died.  The Grandmother, she didn’t keep in touch with them at all. 
But I still think that she got some, got some of the Estate, the money part. I think for years they sent 
her a Pension. She had nothing really other than the property after Grandfather died and the Old Age 
Pension didn’t come out until 1927 and then she only got, I think ten dollars a month.  

Interviewer:  That wasn’t much was it? 

Edward:  No, and she got a bit of money from the Estate there all the time. But I just don’t know what 
really happened? Ah, she wasn’t much to tell you anything like that. They had all their wealth and 
money was in the old Union Bank here in Wiarton. The Bank was in there. Well then, The Royal Bank 
bought the Union Bank out. And I don’t know what happened to it after that? 
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Interviewer:  Yes, yes... 

Clara:  Dad says she went and took it all out due to the fact that it was after the War and she thought 
that Uncle Frank was sending it to her but Uncle Frank didn’t come back. 

Interviewer:  Is that right? 

Edward:  No, it turned out that I traced that a little bit and it turned out the other way that they had 
little or nothing out there and Frank was putting money into it to keep them going. 

Interviewer:  Well, I suppose, do you suppose that we’ve exhausted the subject? 

Edward:  On no, there’s an awful lot I can tell you yet.  

Interviewer:  Well alright, you just keep on talking.  

Edward:  I thought I was going to tell about the McNeill’s when they used to come into town with this 
team on this Democrat (?) with the boars on the sides of it. They would come along there and they 
always had to come down the back streets and I seen them coming from where we live from Gould 
Street to over there (no true indication of distance). Our property run through one street to the other 
and I would race out to the other road to see them going by. They were really something to see. In 
those days, that old Democrat (?) or whatever you called it , l painted up and polished and the gold 
stripes all the way around and fittings and that was on it. 

Interviewer:  Did it have a roof on top? 

Edward:  There was a roof on it that could be pulled up but I haven’t seen them without the roof on 
them. Sometimes there we just be Malcolm and Mr. Lewis and other times there would be Alec and his 
wife and Mr. Lewis and Old Malcolm. Other times it would just be Alec McNeill and his wife, Lewis and 
his wife but they wore them shirts with the high collars when the shirts come up like that and the top 
bends down this way and black tie and a top hat. 

Interviewer:  Is that right? How were the ladies dressed? 

Edward:  They were dressed fairly common. You would almost think they were Nuns. They had these 
black coats (at this point, Alec appears to be leaving and is thanked by the Interviewer). They wore 
those black coat things and the white collars down the front and you would almost think they were 
Nuns but they were Protestant. But I never did find out who the other two ladies were? I don’t know 
whether they were Alex McNeill’s sisters or Mrs. McNeill’s sisters? But there was two of them right 
there. 

Interviewer:  Tell me, where is Alex McNeill buried? 

Edward:  Colpoy. 

Interviewer:  And she is too? 

Edward:  Yeah. 

Interviewer:  And Malcolm is too? 
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Edward:  Yeah and one of the old ladies who lived there...ah, she’s buried at Colpoy. But for some 
reason or other, ah, the one of them when she died, she died first, and they shipped her back to 
Ireland. 

Interviewer:  Oh maybe she wanted it? 

Edward:  That could have been or either that she was the one who had the money or one or the other. I 
just don’t know exactly how that worked?  

Pause in the tape as it seems as though Edward is going to a table to view the layout design of the 
interior of the Corran Estate house. 

Interviewer:  You’re going to start to say about the inside of the House? 

Edward:  I thought at one time there that House had three furnaces in it and there was one on the 
East-side there that the back part and then the hallway where the dining-room is and then there was 
one in the centre part of it, the Main Hallway where the crooked stairs were, the Library and the 
living-room. And then there was another one sitting over in the South-West corner, a steam furnace. It 
was used to heat the cellar and heat the Conservatory. There was a lot of steel pipe in there that went 
around and around and around this steam furnace and then there was a steel stack that went up the 
outside wall, there on the South-East corner, on the South-West corner, the Main House, it used to 
burn coal in it.  Then they had their Wine Cellar down in there too. But that was a well-built house. 

Interviewer:  What kind of floors did they have in the House? 

Edward:  It’s hardwood floors but they were a good inch and a half of tongue-grooved Oak. It was really 
solid, that House was really solid. It shouldn’t never have been let go into disrepair. And the joist in 
that House went from one side to the other. And 3x14”. That is something else too and I don’t know 
how that came about but Whichers had that Sawmill there is Colpoy then it would have been a lot 
closer to take the stuff up there and had it sawed but they didn’t. They drew the stuff out here to 
Ossing. 

Interviewer:  Is that right? 

Edward:   It was all sawed out there in the old watermill.  

Interviewer:  Oh for goodness sake.  All because of different politics?  

Edward:  Well I don’t know? Something really happened but I don’t know what happened? They were 
really loggerheads.  Old Baldy, Old Mr. Whichers, that’s what they used to call him. He had another guy 
working there, J.P. Parks and oh he was an awful drunk. He done Whichers a lot of damage because he 
wouldn’t go about doing things in the right way at all. And then they had another working there for 
Whichers, Old Jack Tyson and he wasn’t any better. Jack, him and his brother, they were stout and 
they went into the store and got pretty drunk . Old Jack Tyson, he was kind of a nasty little Dutchmen. 
He was always coming out with some smart remarks, some kind or another. Old George Stevenson was 
working there at the time too. He got a hold of Jack Hepburn and he got a hold of Old Jack Tyson by 
meat-hooks and they had them hanging around to hang meat on.  They got Old Jack Tyson and hung 
him up on one of those hooks.  

Interviewer:  I presume that they hung him by the back of his coat? 

Edward:  Oh yeah, oh yeah. Just his coat... 
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Interviewer:  Not his chest? 

Edward:  Oh no, no...or that would have been good riddance. But anyway up there when the gates 
were on there on the big posts, I don’t know what the Highway done with them big posts?  They’d be a 
diamond top on them. 

Interviewer:  To the Estate you mean? 

Edward:  Yeah, they were concrete and Dad built them. 

Interviewer:  And is that where about the entrance goes in now? 

Edward:  Ah no, it would be pretty near the sideroad. They took quite a chunk off the road there.  

Interviewer:  But they haven’t rerouted the road in? I mean the main road? 

Edward:  Well, yeah the driveway is pretty well in the same place. But they went and raised the road 
well above it and just past the gate was part of a hill. There was a hill up there that was quite steep. 

Interviewer:  Did the McNeill’s go down to the water very much? 

Edward:  It runs out into the water when the Regional water was all in one piece. 

Interviewer:  There are stairs going down. Did they go up and down the stairs a lot? 

Edward:  Oh yeah, oh yeah. They used the boat a lot for transportation. Up until about 1930 there 
were hardly any cars up here and in the Winter they would drive into town with the horses and in the 
Summer they would take the boat, take the boat into Wiarton.  

Interviewer:  They had a sailboat. Did they have any kind of dock? 

Edward:  They had some kind of outfit there but it’s all demolished now. It had been for years. They 
had a pier just North of where the pump-house is there now.  

Interviewer:  It looks from the House looking out to the Bay... 

Edward:  That would be East but when you’re down, down on the Shore Road, just North, well where 
the Fish Hatchery used to be there. You would probably remember where the Fish Hatchery was where 
the pump-house is now. The Fish Hatchery was a bit off but they had a dock there. Me and my brother 
Bill went down in there with a team and wagon and we picked the boat up and took it over to the other 
farm. There was a big hen-house there and we put the boat in that hen-house and I never seen it again. 
It was quite a big boat, cedar strip boat and I never seen it again. But Old Malcolm, he used to drove 
the thing over the Sugar Beet when he was working there. He drove across there. 

Interviewer:  Well did he ever have girlfriends or dates? 

Edward:  Well, I don’t know of any... 

Interviewer:  Did he socialize with the other young people around? 

Edward:  No there always seemed to be more older people that he associated with. Old Bob McCulley, 
he had the Fish-house and Dr. Hoke, he lived at the top of the hill and Dr. Fisher and the minister of 
the English Church and the old Undertaker at that time, his name was James Cross and at that time he 
had a dental office too. Those are the kinds of people he chummed around with. 
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Interviewer:  Oh, I see. Well this... 

Edward:  Him and Uncle Frank used to go into Boyles’ when they had their restaurant downtown there 
and they’d have a coffee and a bit of a lunch and (?). But as far as a person to be with, Old Malcolm 
was a pleasant person as far as that goes. But he just didn’t seem to have any will to do anything, go 
about anything in the right way. 

Clara:  Old Mr. McNeill once told Dad that he said he had some spare time and I didn’t have to hurry or 
anything so I took time to study Malcolm. And he says you know I knew that he’d never amount to much 
and that he couldn’t manage anything and that it would go to rack and ruin. 

Interviewer:  Is that right?  

Clara:  And I think he must have persuaded Dad to keep on working the gardens because it built him up 
a sizeable estate he said and somebody should look after it because he can’t. He won’t. 

Edward:  I don’t think that he had any “business-head” at all. 

Clara:  And I think that he accepted a promise from Dad that Dad would work even for Malcolm because 
it weren’t the old... 

Edward:  (Interjection)  Well that’s about all he got... 

Clara:  Well he knew that it would be neglected because it just didn’t seem , he just did that he took a 
little time to study like examining an animal before buying it but he didn’t seem to have much respect 
for him and he didn’t think that he would amount to much.  

Interviewer:  It must be a hard thing for a father to face? 

Edward:  Oh yeah.  

Clara:  But he didn’t have much time for kids. I guess it was just like the Royal Family. 

Edward:  I don’t know, I found him to be the other way altogether. When I was around where he was 
and I was only young then but he always used me good.  

Clara:  But he didn’t have too high of an opinion of Mac. Old Mr. McNeill had a big ranch in the West 
that her farmed. 

Interviewer:  Oh he had a ranch? 

Edward:  Oh yeah, he had a big ranch out in Alberta there. 

Interviewer:  Oh did they? 

Edward:  Well they had Malcolm go and track the land there.  

Interviewer:  Who ran that farm? 

Edward:  One of the cousins. I don’t know whether it was on the McNeill side or either it was on the 
Law side? But one of the cousins was working it and it was the same as the property here, Share-
cropping.  

Interviewer:  Yes, yes... 
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Clara:  When my sister and Sally were sick in the same hospital room, Sally wasn’t supposed to smoke. 
And they weren’t supposed to bend rules there or anywhere else but she got Randy to buy her some 
cigarettes. She’d keep cigarettes in her pocket and when the nurses weren’t around her sister would 
give Sally the cigarettes and she wasn’t suppose to have it because her asthma was so bad.  

Edward:  She was an awful person though... 

Clara:  Then she asked her if Mac had left her the property in the Will where she had the trees and the 
land and everything belongs to Sally because there are no known heirs to inherit. 

Edward:  But I didn’t know that she wasn’t able to handle the thing until later on ah was when the land 
was sold to that fella in Toronto and then they were asking me about it and apparently ah, ah there 
were a thousand dollars taxes against it. Then rather see it go the way it is. 

Clara:  That McDermitt, he was a builder and he had to quit, retire for a while and then when Mac 
died, Lucy came up and throwing her weight around and sister Sally said that fish is too big for you and 
you can’t have it and you can’t afford it. Give it to us she says and we’ll sell it. They sold it alright... 

Edward: Well, ah... 

Clara:  They come up with a great big truck. I read about it in the Toronto Star. They came up with a 
great big truck, some company called Seaway, Seaway and they had to have a big truck to take the big 
picture.  And they took everything. He said that if he didn’t take it, it would be vandalized. He took 
the doors off and he was building this, this McDermitt did. Then Dianne wrote him and asked him what 
are you going to do? Are you going to build a door into the House? He said that he didn’t know and she 
said that Mac had willed it to her. He willed everything to Sally. It was Lucy’s bright idea to tell Sally 
that you can’t handle, you don’t have the money and it’s too big for us. 

Edward:  That Lucy Martin, ah, she married a McDermitt and she was the Housekeeper there right up 
until Malcolm there wouldn’t pay her any wages anymore and Sally at that time, I guess she was the 
Chambermaid at that time. Then Lucy married Mr. McDermitt well then that house that is up the road 
where the Wrights’ live now, they built that house. And, but the people who bought the property ah... 
I don’t know really what their names were. But Mr. McDermitt didn’t buy the property but I’ve heard 
their names but they’re in Toronto and they sold it to the reforestation. But Old Howard Faire, he 
bought the old Burny (?) place. He sold the shore property off to the reforestation part. 

Interviewer:  The Grey-Sauble Conservation. 

Edward:  Yeah, yeah. He sol that off to them and then he built that house, a white-coloured brick 
house out on the road there and then he sold it again and moved to Collingwood and I don’t know who 
owns it now? Who has that wooden store there, they build up kind of a frame, a market there? Yeah I 
don’t know who has that. 

Clara:  Well they had to bring in the big truck because they didn’t have a transportation company that 
had a big enough truck to take this picture of Waterloo. And they took everything they could because it 
would only be vandalized if they didn’t. The Reporter who wrote the piece in the Toronto Star, he 
asked her has anyone asked about it or have any family heirs come up but they said nobody has 
bothered to talk to us. But we’ll fix that up after it happens. They took the big pictures, doors and 
anything they could...(interjection by interviewer) 

Interviewer:  And that all went to Chilten or Children? 
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Edward:  It’s hard to say where it went. It might have gone to some museum where they would likely 
sell it for a ransom.  

Clara:  Actually he had to get money from some place and if they were charcoal pictures they would be 
worth a lot of money. 

Edward:   But there was an awful lot of books up in the bathroom there that bathroom in that House 
had no windows in it.  

Interviewer:  Really? 

Edward:  And ah and they had a bookcase built along the wall there and that was full with Law Books 
and a lot of them would have been worth having because they were way back in the days of the Canon 
Law and that sort of thing would and a lot of them would be worth having.  

Interviewer:  Yeah well, this has been very good of you to tell us this again. 

Edward:  Well we didn’t get it very good in rotation but you got it down anyway... 

Interviewer:  That doesn’t matter. It’s all here and that’s the important thing.  

Edward:  And a lot of things you didn’t get on at all but you can come back another day.  

(Pause in taping and then continued with Edward) 

Edward:  You all set? 

Interviewer:  Yup. 

Edward:  Chase (chest?) in the dining-room for guns and other and another cupboard for trophies and 
silverware. An old door between the Main House and the Servants’ Quarters had to go to outside but it 
didn’t go outside. The stairs to the Servants’ Quarters was attached to the Main House to the 
Woodshed and there was this room upstairs a room kept pad-locked all the time. And the horses and 
cattle and hay and hotters (?) and a big stove heated water for washing clothes and bathing. Ah a 
Woodshed to carry...ah, I don’t know right to the wash? 

Interviewer:  Did the women... 

Edward:  Yeah, the women would carry tubs down to the lake to wash.  

Interviewer:  Oh, they did their washing at the lake? 

Edward:  Yeah at the first cook on the wood-stove called an old Yule and then there was the buildings 
that were there and then the McNeill House buildings. I think there were about twelve buildings: the 
Main House, ah Mrs. Lewis’ house, the cottage, and Old Esket’s house, and the storage-shed, a barn, a 
large henhouse, ice-house, the Delco house, a log building-quite large used for to house calves and 
then the boathouse and the woodshed to store wood and the carriage-house. There was a bunch of 
smaller buildings there about four by eight by about four feet high with peaked roofs to house his 
prized chickens, mainly game hens. I think there was about a dozen of them.  And those ah four 
kitchens (?) and gardens that used to be all cleared land. Ah they used to grow hay there and they 
planted apple trees and then they went around the East-side of the House going North that was the 
pear orchard and pit-fruit and stuff like that. And then the wall at the back of the House just over by 
the porch grew-up to be bush like it is now, they had gooey (?) berries and cranberries and stuff like 
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that. And then at the East-side of the House ah, one was at the South-East corner and the other at the 
North-East corner was those two black roses. 

Interviewer:  Black roses? 

Edward:  Yeah, black roses, they were almost black. They used to have them in tubs and they’d dig a 
hole and stick the tubs in the hole for the Summer, lift it out and put it into the Conservatory for the 
Winter. 

Interviewer:  Oh... 

Edward:  They were exotic roses and then he used to have Toque or Turk (?) roses and they had those 
oh what do you call them? I thought of it there a minute ago... 

Clara:  Baby roses? 

Edward:  Yeah, they’d be baby roses and they only grew about that high and had a blossom like that 
right from the ground... 

Interviewer:  Is that right? 

Interviewer:  Oh about a foot and a half high? 

Edward:  Oh yeah, about that high and they had them there and then they had the vineyard and then 
there was the garden down by the Rock. And then they had the hot-beds, they was all grew up in bush 
is there now and then there was a great big tree there ah just where the road goes back to the end of 
the rock there . There was quite a large tree in there, thirty or forty feet I guess and they had a round 
table built around that and all those Indian chairs that they made out of poles and covered with bark. 
Then there was a great big tree where the gate come in here on the lane and just went up a little ways 
and made a trail like this that went up by the big House. There was a great big tree right here and 
there was one of them Indian chairs right underneath that. It was long, almost as long as this table I 
guess. It was under that. Then there were some of those old Indian chairs that were on the veranda 
and they used to come out and sit quite a bit in the Summer. 

Interviewer:  And did the people at Cape Croker make those things for them? 

Edward:  I don’t know, I really don’t know but I kind of think they came from Sauble, the way they 
were made. 

Interviewer:  Yes... 

Edward:  As I see a lot of their work down around Southampton and down around that way similar, the 
same.  

Interviewer:  Ah, I see. You don’t know where any of those things are now? 

Edward:  Well I think Old, well I guess I shouldn’t mention his name but I think Craig saw it and John 
Boven burnt them for wood.  

Interviewer:  Oh, too bad. 
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Edward:  See, Old John Boven, he lived in that little house where Mrs. Lewis lived. They lived in that 
for awhile and they he moved out and Old Fred Sacks went into it. Then later on, his brother Jim was 
there with him. And then they went out of there. 

Interviewer:  Did they rent it? 

Edward:  Ah, I just think they more or less squatted and then the other, if he did, it wasn’t much. And 
they went from there and they lived out here in Kemple for awhile where they had deacons (?) And Old 
John, he went up and lived up on John Street in a little house. He died there. And I don’t know what 
happened to Fred? The last time I seen him, he was in the Hospital and I guess he had throat Cancer. 
They operated on him for that. But he couldn’t speak after that and if wanted to say anything, he had 
to write it. And along came Old N. K. (?) and him and Bob McDow had the old Bernie (?) Farm. And 
there land was the one that destroyed the wall with all the equipment there. I don’t know why he done 
it but this Old Democrat that he used to come into town with he went and pushed those outside, 
pushed those little trees, drivers outside, I don’t know why Malcolm let him to do it? I have no idea.  
And then they always had a bunch of horses there. At one time they had about thirteen horses, prize 
horses, you know the big ones? 

Interviewer:  Were they valued horses? 

Edward:  Oh some of them, yeah I think they had three that was just drivers and then they had a team 
there that they worked. Old Net and Kate they called them. But oh man, they were wild. Were they 
ever! Lewis, you know, he never had a bit of trouble with them and none of the rest of them could 
even get near them. I don’t think that you could harness them. After Lewis got hit on the road there 
and then he got another guy from England, oh darnit, oh, Harry Fogen. Oh, he was no good at all. That 
fella was just a drunk.  

Interviewer:  Did they get him to come and take the place of Lewis? 

Edward:  Yeah he used to do the chores and look after the livestock. But he ruined the cattle and he 
kept selling them off and I think at the end there were only three left. And they were really valuable 
cattle and things like that. They used to show the horses but not around in Wiarton here. I don’t know 
they’d load them on the train and take them Down Country. Both the horses and the cattle and 
Malcolm he’d show these roosters and stuff like that that he had there. He had the turtins(?) and the 
geese and all that kind of stuff. While Lewis was there, the farm kind of get itself.  But after he died, 
they couldn’t seem to get anybody who was any good. You have to have somebody look after that 
stuff. Well, Fogen he quit and he went back to England. Well, they hired Mike Weir but he wasn’t too 
bad with the horses, he could manage the team alright and things like that. But he was no good for 
anything else. He couldn’t do the gardening; he couldn’t look after the trees; he couldn’t look after 
the House, anything like that. He was just a farmhand and wasn’t anything else. And then he quit and 
then they got another guy by the name of Jim Draper and he was even worse than then Harry Fogen. 
Oh, he was really nothing at all. And he couldn’t do nothing and if he went in the bush with the team, 
there wasn’t a tree that didn’t have the bark knocked off it. He ran into everything with the wagon and 
if he was lucky enough to get the team hitched up while then he could do that sort of thing. But mostly 
he hardly got the team hitched up until they were gone. Dad went up there to try and help them and 
they were going to plough the garden. Well, Old Jim they hitched up the team and they were just 
about to get, well I think they had one hitched to the plough and when Dad looked around, Jim was 
down on his belly and the old team down by the bush. They run clean out to the road and if the gate 
hadn’t have been shut, I guess they would have been gone. And Dad got out and got them and dragged 
them back to the House but the harness and everything was smashed up. That was the end of the 
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ploughing that day. And then another time he brung the team into town, loaded up a bit of talc (?) and 
stuff to take out there and he got drunk and ah he got off the wagon to open the gate and he had no 
control over the horses at all and just as soon as he opened the gate, the team run away. And then 
groceries and chops (?) were strung from the road to the House. Smashed the wagon all to pieces and I 
don’t think that he ever hitched the team up after that. Yeah, I don’t know where he really went? He 
must have taken him to Walkerton and put him in an Old Age Home down there. I really don’t know 
where he went? After that... 

Interviewer:  What happened to the ranch that Mr. McNeill had out West? 

Edward:  I really don’t know, Malcolm wasn’t really much to talk about things like that. And when the 
Old Man, Alec McNeill, I was only a boy then and him being an Aristocrat, he never talked much to a 
boy. But I don’t know, for some reason he seemed to like me. Some reason and he’d give me an apple 
or anything like that. He was getting pretty well up in years and he used to walk out to the road to pick 
up the mail... 

Interviewer:  Whatever happened to his dogs? 

Edward:  I don’t know, Old Roy Maloney ran over several of them. And then he would go out to the 
road and there and he would sit on this stump and the Mastif or massive (?) dogs I guess and I was there 
at the end of August and picking the blueberries. There used to be some beautiful blueberry trees 
along the road there and the dandy black blueberries. I got up there to get a feed of those blueberries 
and the Old Man was out at the road and I seen that he wasn’t feeling too good and that he couldn’t 
make it back to the House so I helped him back to the House. But I was a little leery of doing that of 
those confounded dogs. But they never bothered me all the time they were there. Thirteen or fourteen 
of them and this one that they used to call Antsy, it was a terrible dog. But when I got the Old Man 
back into the House, he had one of the servants there shut the dogs up until I got out of there.  

Interviewer:  Was he alright? 

Edward:  Oh yeah. Just mostly his legs you see, he thought his leg broke. And then as the years got on, 
I guess the Arthritis took over and he couldn’t walk very good.  

Interviewer:  Was he using a cane then? 

Edward:  No, he had a long staff. I kind of think that on one end of it he used it for cutting weeds. He’d 
had that staff with him all the time and if he saw a weed, he would chop it off. And he had kind of a 
hook in the other end of it and I kind of think he used that to keep those dogs under control. And they 
were something like those staffs for protecting sheep.  

Alec: (Difficult to understand- He would use that staff ...?) 

Interviewer:  That’s a good idea.... 

Edward:  But he came up there when there was no road or nothing else up. You see that road from 
where the Cairn used to be there for the poet Campbell. Well from there up to the corner wasn’t even 
paved. It used to be just a gravel road and that up until “36” that it was just a gravel road up there. 
Then they got a guy from down Tara, a guy by the name of Bill Rosen and they were the ones that put 
the tar on, paved it. 

Interviewer:  When was that? 
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Edward:  Ah, I would think about “36” along there. It was a long hill. 

Alex:  Relaying a story about Malcolm and Mr. Lewis getting their heads shaved at the Barbershop. This 
part of the tape is difficult to interpret as the interviewee is too far away from the recording machine 
and the lack of clarity in his voice. 

Edward:  Ah, Malcolm was away ahead of his time. Now if he had had of been in that stone now he 
could have made a success of it. But that’s sixty years ago anyway.  

End of interview tape.  
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