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Follow these steps to create your very own treasure map and see if your family can 
find the loot! 

 

Materials:  
• 3+ sheets pieces of paper 

• Coffee and/or tea bag 

• Water & bowl 
• Paint brush 

• Sponge 

• Old cloth 

• Scissors 

• Ribbon 

• Markers 

• Creativity!  
  
In this activity Treasure hiders will create a map highlighting different locations where the 
treasure seekers will uncover a different letter. Once Treasure seekers find all the letters, they 
will unscramble them to find the location of the hidden loot! This activity is great to do in teams 
of two so that each team can make a map for the other team to test out! Each map will use 2-3 
sheets of paper. 
 
Instructions:  
 

1. Mix the tea bag and coffee into a bowl of warm water. Use the old cloth as a worksurface 
and begin sponging the mixture onto the paper, remember a little goes a long way! Repeat 
with the other piece of paper and leave to dry (make a couple extras just in case!) 

2. Once dry you will have an old looking page, perfect for a treasure map! Next, scrunch up 
the paper and tear all the edges. 

3. Now it is time to design your map. Choose where you would like your treasure to be 
hidden, for example in the COUCH, so you will need to include 5 clues on your map, each 
revealing a different letter (Make sure your treasure location isn’t too long!). 

4. Next, choose a location to hide each letter clue, and add those places to your map. Adding 
riddles and clues can be fun! For example, the two ‘C’s in COUCH could be found in the 
bathroom, and the clue could relate to the bathtub ‘sea’. Draw in pencil first! 

5. Using the second sheet of paper, fold in half and in half again so there are 4 sections. In 
each section write a letter of your location (you may need a second sheet of paper if your 
location is more than 4 letters). Rip along the folds so each letter is separate. 

6. Hide the letter clues in the locations outlined on your map, roll up your map and secure it 
with ribbon. 

7. Hide your treasure in the final location and give your map to a family member to see if 
they can find your loot! 
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